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TION TO HANDLING SITUATIONS IN WHICH TWO OR MORE US 
FIRMS ARE BIDDING ON THE SAME CONTRACT. FREQUENTLY, 

SOME SORT OF EMBASSY INTERVENTION CAN PROVE FRUITFUL 
BUT, FROM A PRACTICAL POINT OF VIEW, AN INTERVENTION 
ON BEHALF OF ALL PARTIES IS NOT FEASIBLE. YET, FAILURE 
TO INTERVENE HAS ON OCCASION RESULTED IN LOSS OF A 
CONTRACT TO A NON-US FIRM. IN CASES WHERE, IN THE 
EMBASSY'S lUDGMENT, ON E US FIRM CLEARLY STANDS THE 
BEST CHANCE, IT WOULD SEEM IN OUR OVERALL INTEREST TO 
INTERVENE ON BEHALF OF THAT FIRM. ON THE OTHER HAND, 

WE CAN ENVISAGE POTENTIALLY UNPLEASANT ACCUSATION OF 
FAVORITISM, ETC., ON THE PART OF THOSE FIRMS NOT 
FAVORED. THUS, IT IS PERHAPS NOT REALISTIC TO EXPECT 
CLEARCUT, DETAILED INSTRUCTIONS, BUT A STATEMENT OF 
CURRENT POLICY ON THE ISSUE OR MORE ELABORATE GUIDELINES 

MIGHT BE HELPFUL. 

2. IN CONNECTION WITH THIS GENERAL PROBLEM, CONSIDERA- 
TION MIGHT ALSO BE GIVEN TO THE POSSIBILITY (OR ADVIS- 
ABILITY) OF GRANTING RELIEF FROM ANTI-TRUST STRICTURES 
FOR SALES ABROAD, THUS PLACING US FIRMS ON AN EQUAL 
FOOTING WITH FIRMS OF CERTAIN OTHER COUNTRIES. FOR 
EXAMPLE, EUROPEAN AND JAPANESE FIRMS HAVE LONG "COOPERATED 
IN DECIDING AMONG THEMSELVES WHICH FIRM WOULD PARTICIPATE 
IN BIDDING. GODLEY 
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